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PTSD in the US Veterans
The article to be critiqued namely "PTSD in US Veterans: The Role of Social Connectedness, Combat Experience and Discharge” was written by Sara Kintzle, Nicholas Barr, Gisele Corletto and Carl, A. Castro. This is a study about veterans’ experiences at the military and how they affect them after leaving the military and their social connectedness that leads to the development of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (Kintzle et al., 2018). Hence, the paper will critique the article/study on how the introduction, methods, data analysis, results and discussion led to the results that were needed by the end of the study.
Introduction
In the introduction part of the article, the authors have clearly stated the research problem of the study, which is the struggle of veterans in their transition from the military into civilians in the community. The author presents a convincing reason for conducting this research since they tend to explain struggles that veterans go through which may lead to PTSD due to social connectedness, adverse effects on combat exposure and their discharge status which may be non-honorable. However, the authors of the article have neither stated the null or research hypothesis of the study. Hence, the study is more of exploring the research problem thoroughly to develop a hypothesis. The variables of the study include non-honorable discharge status, combat experiences, PTSD symptoms and social connectedness. Consequently, the independent variables include non-honorable discharge status, combat experiences as well as social connectedness. On the other hand, dependent variable is the PTSD symptoms in the study.
Method
The research methodology that was used for the research included an online survey and an on-the-ground survey. The sampling procedure that was used was print advertisements on social media platforms like Twitter, Facebook, mass emails and LinkedIn. However, the authors did not mention any ethical considerations for the research.
Data Analysis
The instruments used to measure the dependent variables include bivariate correlations and a path model. The primary statistical method used by the researchers to collect data was descriptive since it included a summarization of data collected from the samples used by utilizing standard deviation and indexes. The statistical model used in the study was the visual model. This is because there is evidence of diagrams of the results of data collected from the samples using the path model
Results
The main findings and conclusion of the study are that social connectedness leads to direct adverse effects on PTSD symptoms for veterans, non-honorable discharge status leads to direct positive effects on PTSD symptoms for veterans. Also, both non-honorable discharge status at the same time combat experiences lead to indirect impacts on PTSD development for veterans. Hence these findings answer the purpose of the study since it has explained how each variable leads to the cause of PTSD symptoms on veterans. The author did not state their research hypothesis in the article.
Discussion
[bookmark: _GoBack]The authors mention that the study could lead to the examination of further research to explore social connectedness on veterans since it could help to protect them from adverse outcomes which are related to physical and mental health, and suicide rates. The authors also mentioned limitations and implications for their study. This shows that the survey had limits, especially when researching on social connectedness role of veterans concerning their mental wellbeing.
My General Impressions of the Study
I think the study was organized and well written since most of the requirements of a study were present. There was a compelling weakness of the study, which was I had a hard time understanding the measurements that were used to measure the variables. The strength of the study includes the discussion of the results and findings of the collected samples. I would not have done the study differently since my general view of the research done was well done. I do not have any other impressions about the study and the way it was done.
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